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Holy Trinity Parish – Marriage Preparation Process 
 

Marriage is a sacrament uniting a man and woman in a lifelong covenantal bond of faithful love.  For the 

baptized Catholic, this sacrament is celebrated following the ritual prescribed by the Church asking Christ 

Jesus to bless this covenanted love.  Our parish family rejoices at your decision to ask this blessing at the 

altar of the Lord, and it is our desire to assist in your preparation for this sacrament. 

 

1. Nine (9)* months prior to your desired wedding date, contact the Holy Trinity Parish Office (515-

955-6077, ask for Rhonda Guldenpfennig) to complete a ‘Marriage Intake Form,’ which 

clarifies a couple’s freedom to marry as well as their desired date, site and clergy (priest or 

deacon) for the wedding.  Presuming no obstacles, you will be able to reserve a date and church 

site at that time.  The clergy assignment will be made subsequently; you are welcome to indicate a 

preference, but any preference is subject to clergy availability and commitments.  If you have a 

family member or friend who is a Catholic priest or deacon whom you would like to witness your 

vows, he is most welcome to do so. **  However, in any case, local clergy will be assigned to 

facilitate your preparation process at the parish level.  

 

 

 

 

2. Once clergy is assigned, the priest or deacon responsible for overseeing your marriage preparation 

will contact you to schedule an introductory meeting to provide you with a marriage preparation 

packet; to collect basic biographical and sacramental information pertaining to both Bride and 

Groom for the prenuptial file; and to review the marriage preparation process as follows: 

 

 

A. The assigned clergy will discuss the most appropriate formation process and formation 

location for you at your initial meeting.  

 

B. Complete your prenuptial file with local clergy providing him with certificates of participation 

from the workshops or online preparation program; attestations of your Freedom to Marry 

(AFM); and any required sacramental records.  Clergy will submit any request for a necessary 

permission or dispensation to the diocese, if required, at least one month prior to the 

anticipated wedding date.   

 

C. The couple plans the wedding ceremony with the priest or deacon.  This will involve particular 

decisions pertaining to the liturgy itself and the ministers involved.  The ceremony planner will 

be included in your marriage preparation packet given at the first meeting with clergy.  Music 

ministers generally meet with the couple separately for music planning purposes [music must 

necessarily be appropriate for a sacred place and sacred ritual; questions can be directed to 

parish musicians who coordinate liturgical music or to local clergy]. 

 

Schedule your rehearsal date and time for the ceremony with local clergy.  Please note that for 

Saturday weddings, there may be need of the church for a funeral Mass on the day of your 

wedding.  In such a case, funerals are scheduled for 10:00 AM; so please do not plan on access 

to the church site before 11:00 AM on the wedding day for photos or decorating purposes.  

Please see the brochure, Wedding Guidelines for Holy Trinity Parish, for more information 

pertaining to the use of parish facilities for the wedding and wedding related events. 

 

 

 *    a minimum of six (6) months is required;  

**  if the priest or deacon is from outside of the Diocese of Sioux City, proof of good standing will be required 

from his diocese. 
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3. You must have a CIVIL Marriage License to be married in the State of Iowa.  This will require 

application being made at the County Recorder’s office.  The bride and groom must both appear in 

person along with a third party who can vouch for you personally.  It generally takes three days to 

process the application; you must then return to the Recorder’s office to pick up the license and 

related materials.  The Recorder’s office will NOT mail the license to you.  The civil license may 

be applied for and obtained in ANY Iowa county regardless of the county in which the marriage 

will take place; you need not apply only to Webster County.  Please bring the Civil Marriage 

License to the rehearsal; this assures the priest or deacon that he may legally proceed with the 

ceremony.  Absent this license, no ceremony can be celebrated. 

 

4. Collegians may prepare for marriage at their university parish or campus ministry; similarly 

couples who reside outside of the Diocese of Sioux City but wish to celebrate their marriage in 

Holy Trinity Church, they may do their marriage preparation in their parish of residence in 

accordance with the marriage guidelines of that particular Church.  This option often provides an 

element of convenience for the couple and reduces multiple trips to and from Fort Dodge.  This 

may also be true for a couple who do not reside in Webster County, but in another locale within 

the Diocese of Sioux City; marriage preparation can be facilitated through your parish of 

residence. 

 

Even if you believe this opportunity is most suitable, you still need to begin the process with 

Step One above – contact Holy Trinity Parish office to complete the Marriage Intake Form. 

 

Local clergy assigned to oversee your marriage preparation will collect information from you as to 

the person coordinating your marriage preparation at another parish or campus ministry site. 


